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Unconditional Election 
 

        This month we consider 
the second point of the doc-
trine of Calvinism or Reform 
Theology. We have been ex-
amining Reform Theology be-

cause it is being taught in some of our Southern 
Baptist seminaries, and there is an ongoing debate 
in our denomination over this issue. The second 
point of Calvinism is called unconditional elec-
tion. The doctrine of unconditional election is a 
tricky point of contention in Southern Baptist 
churches because whether we agree with it or not 
depends on how the individual defines it. 
        To the true Calvinist, unconditional election 
means that we have no free will in the process of 
salvation at all. God chooses whom He will and 
rejects whom He will. The Bible refers to those 
whom God has chosen as the elect, and it is God 
who does the electing. We simply respond. How-
ever, to the Calvinist, even our response is outside 
the parameters of our free will. We have no 
choice in the matter. However, we will consider 
that particular aspect of salvation at a later time 
because our response to the call of God is another 
point in Reform Theology.  
        Unconditional election defined according to 
the Calvinist perspective is unscriptural. This doc-
trine defines God as being completely arbitrary in 
how He decides who will be saved. He saves 

IŀǊŘŜŜǘƻǿƴ aŜƴ 
The men will resume their 

monthly breakfast meeting 

on Sunday, September 2nd 

at 8:00 am. 

some, and He condemns others. However, this is not 
what the Bible says. According to 1 Timothy 2:4, 
God wants everyone to be saved. One cannot recon-
cile a God that arbitrarily condemns some to hell 
while claiming to want everyone to be saved. 
        Most Southern Baptists believe that God does 
indeed elect us to salvation. However, that election 
is in the context of our free will to accept salvation. 
Consequently, we are the elect because God knows 
our free will in advance and has elected us to salva-
tion. Our election is unconditional because there is 
nothing we can do to earn Godôs favor. We have 
indeed been predestined. However, God has predes-
tined the elect that He already foreknew to glory. 
That is how most Southern Baptists define uncondi-
tional election. 
        Whether we are saved or not is a question of 
both Godôs election and our free will to accept ra-
ther than all one or the other. If it were a matter of 
only Godôs election, then all would be saved in ac-
cordance with 1 Timothy 2:4. If it were entirely a 
matter of our free will, then no one would be saved 
since we are completely dead in sin and unable to 
respond without the Holy Spirit first drawing us.  
        Therefore, neither Calvinism nor its antithesis 
or opposite, called Arminianism, is correct is this 
area. It is both/and. This is the position that most 
Southern Baptists accept, and it is the doctrinal posi-
tion I believe is scriptural. 

/ƻƳƛƴƎ  

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ олǘƘ 
    ! bƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ IƻǇŜ 

                Please join the Harmony 

    Pregnancy Resource  

   Center for their annual gala din-

ner to be held at Camp Anderson-Old Town, October 11, 

2018 from 6:00 pm—8:00 pm   

Tickets $50 per person.   

For more pricing and sponsorship information, please con-

tact Harmony Pregnancy Resource Center.   
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/ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
Church Council will meet Sunday,  

September 2nd @ 5:00 PM in the 

Fellowship Hall.   

    

                   /ƘǳǊŎƘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

Church Business Meeting will be held Sunday, 

 September 2nd  at 6:00 PM 

/ƘƻƛǊ bŜǿǎ 
If you like to sing and would like 
to be a part of our Church Choir, 
We Practice on Wednesday Nights  
at 7:00 PM.  You’re welcome to 
join us. 
 
Choir will begin working on the Christmas Cantata 
this month, if you would like to join and like to 
sing all are welcome. 
 
CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ .ǊƻΦ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ .ǊƻŎƪ 
ŀǘ орн-нмп-опро ƻǊ 
ǿƻǊƘƛǇψƭŜŀŘŜǊϪƘŀǊŘŜŜǘƻǿƴōŎΦƻǊƎ 

 

²ƻƳŜƴ ƻƴ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ 

WOM will have their next 

monthly breakfast planning meeting on Sun-

day, September 30th  in the Fellowship Hall.  

Breakfast will be served at 8:00 am.  All wom-

en are invited to attend.   

  

For more information about getting involved with 

WOM, please contact Donna Brock at 352-221-1176 

or events@hardeetownbc.org  

.ƛōƭŜ ¢ǊƛǾƛŀ: In total size 
and area, what is the larg-
est city described in the 
Bible? 

 
 

Last monthõs answer: For a short period after the 
flood, there was only one massive continent. God sep-
arated the land masses after the animals and people 
had spread out over the land. (Genesis 10:25 and 1 
Chronicles 1:19) 
 
September Memory Verse:  Romans 5:8 
But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

 

 

 

Our student ministry meets Sunday mornings and 

Wednesday nights  upstairs.  Please pray for our 

students that are in school and college.  Also, pray 

for Chad as he has stepped into the leadership role 

until a new youth pastor is hired. 

We would like to express our 

sincere thanks to our church 

family for all you have done to 

help us during Charles’ open heart surgery.  The hospi-

tal visits, phone calls, texts, prayers, meals and most 

of all your love shown toward us is appreciated more 

than you know.  We are truly blessed to be a part of 

such a loving giving church family.   

Thanks again and may God truly bless each one of 

you. 

Charles, Donna, Chad and Maegan 

IŀǊƳƻƴȅ tǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ  

/ŜƴǘŜǊ hǇŜƴ IƻǳǎŜ  

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ммΣ нлму  

млΥллτрΥлл ta 
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I.! b9²{  
HBA Administrative Committee 
Meeting September 10th at 9:00 
am. 
HBA Children’s Ministry Confer-
ence Saturday, September 8th 
8:30-4:45 Creekside Church.   
 
HBA Senior Adult trip to National 
Quartet Convention September 25-September 29th.   

HBA Senior Adult Mis-

sion Trip ñChristmas for 

the Childrenò will be Sun-

day, December 2, 2018ð

Friday, December 7, 2018 

Rogersville, TN.  Reserva-

tions are due by October 

17, 2018 

Senior Adult Trip to National Quartet Conven-

tion September 25 thru September 29th. 

For more information, see June Campbell 

aƻƴŘŀȅΣ  

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ оǊŘΦ  

¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ hŶŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ. 

wŜŀƭ 9ƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ {ǘǳƴǘ DǊƻǳǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌƛ-/ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀǊŜŀ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳπ

ōŜǊ мнǘƘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ WŜǎǳǎ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ 

OCC will be collecting combs, hair-

brushes, socks and underwear for 

the month of September.  OCC 

would like to meet a goal of 300 

boxes which means they will need to collect $2700 in 

postage to ship the boxes.  If you would like to help, 

please see Connie Blosch.   

There will be a 5th Sunday night sing, Chili Cook off and 

Silent Auction to help raise money for postage on Sep-

tember 30th. 

.ǊƻǘƘŜǊƘƻƻŘ ƛƴ !Ŏǝƻƴ 

Brotherhood working together to take down tree 

at Charles and Donna Brock’s house.  Truly a great 

group of men that love God and his people. 

Join our students on 

Wednesday,  

September 26th for 

See you at he pole. 


